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ManpowerGroup Employment Outlook Survey Q1 2017
Complete survey details by country and territory available at www.manpowergroup.com/meos 

Regional Spotlights

• Forecasts mostly positive; few signs of labor market volatility following Brexit vote.
• Strongest Q1 forecasts in Hungary and Slovenia with employers reporting their most optimistic 
 hiring plans since their respective surveys launched.
• More modest levels of payroll growth expected in most EMEA countries including Bulgaria, 
 Romania, Turkey, U.K., France, Germany.
• Employer confidence more muted in Switzerland, where forecast is negative, and in Italy, 
 where hiring pace is expected to be weak.

• Hiring pace in Taiwan is the most optimistic among the 43 countries 
 and territories surveyed.
• Forecast in India remains solid despite 4th consecutive quarter of decline.
• Hiring intentions in Japan strong, but employers remain challenged by shortage of available talent.
• Positive forecasts reported across all sectors/regions of Australia.

• Payrolls expected to grow by varying degrees in 9 of 10 countries, but employer 
 optimism remains downbeat in Brazil.  
• Strongest hiring intentions reported in U.S. and Guatemala; approximately 1 in 5 employers 
 in both countries expect to hire.
• Canada’s forecast strongest in 3 years with favorable hiring plans in Public Administration, 
 Durable Manufacturing, Non-Durable Manufacturing.
• Employer confidence in Mexico upbeat; workforce gains expected across all sectors/regions. 

 Taiwan +25%

 India +24%

 Japan +23%

 Hungary +17%

 Slovenia +17%

 Guatemala +16%

 United States +16%

 New Zealand +15%

 Romania +15%

 Mexico +14%

 Hong Kong +13%

 Costa Rica +12%

 Bulgaria +11%

 Canada +11%

 Israel +10%

 Turkey +10%

 Australia +9%

 Poland +9%

 Singapore +9%

 Slovakia +9%

 Colombia +8%

 Panama +8%

 Austria +7%

 Germany +7%

 Greece +7%

 Peru +7%

 South Africa +7%

 Sweden +7%

 United Kingdom +7%

 Argentina +6%

 Belgium +6%

 Ireland +5%

 Netherlands +5%

 Portugal* +5%

 China +4%

 Finland +4%

 Czech Republic +3%

 Norway +3%

 Spain +3%

 France +2%

 Italy 0%  

 -2% Switzerland  

 -9% Brazil

Net Employment
Outlooks

*Indicates unadjusted data

Compared to 43 countries & territories surveyed for Q4 2016

WHERE

Stronger 44%
Unchanged 16%

Weaker 40%

AMERICAS

EMEA

ASIA PACIFIC

NOTABLE SHIFTS

®

 BELGIUM HUNGARY SWEDEN 
 ▲5% ▲5% ▲5% 

 INDIA IRELAND CZECH REP. 
 ▼7% ▼6% ▼4% 

How Are Employer Hiring Plans Changing?

QUARTER-OVER-QUARTER

NOTABLE SHIFTS

 SLOVENIA BELGIUM ROMANIA 
 ▲13% ▲5% ▲5% 

 INDIA TURKEY SWITZERLAND 
 ▼19% ▼6% ▼3% 

YEAR-OVER-YEAR

Stronger 48%
Unchanged 9%
Weaker 43%

Compared to 42* countries & territories surveyed for Q1 2016
* NOTE: Portugal first joined the survey in 3Q 2016, so its data is not included in the year-over-year comparison..

will hiring be strongest?
will it be weakest?


